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ASH WEDNESDAY
SERVICE
WEDNESDAY
FEBRUARY 25TH
7:00PM
JOIN US AS WE BEGIN OUR
OBSERVANCE OF THE
LENTEN SEASON WITH
THE IMPOSITION OF
ASHES AND HOLY
COMMUNION.

CONGREGATIONAL
MEETING
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3RD
DINNER 6:15PM
MEETING 7:00PM
ON THE AGENDA:
1. COUNCIL ELECTIONS
2. REVIEW OF CHURCH
MISSION
PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE
OF DATE. THE DATE WAS
CHANGED TO MARCH 3RD DUE
TO THE REGULARLY
SCHEDULED MEETING
FALLING ON ASH
WEDNESDAY.

Greetings to Zion’s friends and members:
The New Year is now well under way, but that doesn’t mean that we can’t take a moment to
reflect on our successes in 2003. The Church Council did just that at our January meeting.
We began with a well-focused devotional led by Brian Kay (which so impressed me with its
timeliness that I asked that he share it with the wider congregation by allowing me to include
it on our web site as the opening article on the “newsletter” page). The Council then took a
look at some numbers that offered a good deal of encouragement because of the record of
accomplishment we are beginning to enjoy. Overall both average attendance at worship and
congregational financial support continued the pattern of improvement that was evident as
we moved through 2002.

See the rest of the Pastors comments on the Pastors Page

Pastor Sherwindt

OPENING DEVOTIONAL FOR CHURCH COUNCIL JANUARY 2004 MEETING (LED BY BRIAN KAY)
PSALM 105: "OH, GIVE THANKS TO THE LORD!"
HOW SHOULD WE END 2003? Let us heed the wonderful advice of the psalmist who wrote Psalm 105:
"Oh, give thanks to the Lord! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! Sing to Him;
sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! Glory in His holy name. Let the hearts of those rejoice
who seek the Lord." [Psalm 105:1-3] The psalmist offers at least six different suggestions as to how we
may conclude this past year.
1. "Give Thanks to the Lord" But of course, we must give thanks to the Lord for all His blessings poured
out on us in 2003! Without the Lord's blessings, we would not have survived the year, let alone consider the
growth that we have seen here at Zion! It would be wrong of us NOT to give thanks to the Lord!
2. "Make known His deeds among the peoples!" What a challenge this word is! Let us determine to
speak of what the Lord has done in our midst! Let us speak of how He has so graciously blessed, month
after month- throughout the whole year!
3. "Sing to Him…" One great expression of our appreciation of the Lord is to "sing to Him." How our hearts
must naturally desire to worship and praise the Lord for who He is and what He has done for us!
4. "Talk of all His wondrous works" Many are the wondrous works of the Lord. Let us take time to have a
quick review of the many wondrous works of the Lord. Let us just highlight three things!
a) He continues to work his miracles at Zion on a daily basis.
b) People have come to salvation in Christ at Zion in 2003!
c) He has provided for all our needs! From a financial and spiritual stand point.

5. "Glory in His holy name" Let us be challenged to end the year and begin another glorying in His holy
name indeed! There is so much to rejoice in.
6. "Let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the Lord" Are we seekers of the Lord? Then our hearts
would surely rejoice in all that God has been doing in our midst! Let us end 2003 on a high note of rejoicing!
LET US LOOK FORWARD TO A GREAT NEW YEAR! The beginning of a new year is a time for reflection
and evaluation---a time to think about what has gone before, and to look ahead to what is to come. It is a
time for renewal, for a new start, for beginning again. For many people it is a sad and lonely time. Perhaps
past months brought heartache, trial and pain. Perhaps there has been sorrow and bereavement, and
separation from loved ones. These troubles make it difficult to start our afresh. Perhaps the months ahead
are full of foreboding, filled with the prospect of difficult mountains to climb and deep rivers to cross. We
can sometimes face the beginning of a year with fear rather than with hope.
HOW SHOULD WE PREPARE FOR 2004? Let us once again consider the advice of the psalmist in the
following text. "Seek the Lord and His strength; Seek His face evermore." [Psalm 105:4]
1. Let us determine to seek the Lord more diligently in the New Year
2. Let us endeavor to discover more of His strength
3. Let us make a great commitment to "seek His face evermore."
To walk into a new year is to walk into the unknown. It is to traverse new paths, and to walk along new
roads. But he who holds the future knows what the future holds. And the Jesus Christ who is untarnished
and unchanged with the passing of the months has promised to walk alongside his people wherever they
may be. Let us look forward to 2004 with an even greater faith in the Lord. May the New Year prove even
more glorious! May the Christ, the only Lord and Savior, be our guide in 2004.

From The Editor…*
“He sternly ordered and commanded them not to tell anyone, saying, “The Son of Man must
undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, chief priests, and scribes, and be killed,
and on the third day be raised.” Then he said to them all, “If any want to become my followers,
let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and follow me. For those who want to
save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will save it.” Luke 9:21-24
Uh-Oh! It’s almost Lent again! It’s that pesky little season that seems to sneak up on us so
quickly! There we are joyously celebrating Christmas and the New Year, festivities abounding,

and then, wham, we’re hit by Lent. We go from singing some of the most joyous hymns of the
church year to singing hymns with the cadence and words of a funeral dirge. And then there’s
the message. The message no longer reflects “good news of great joy”, it reflects tough lessons,
foreboding, and, ultimately, death. It’s no wonder that Lent is not most Christians favorite
church year season.
I often overhear people talking about Lent. Usually it’s in the form of the question “What are
you giving up for Lent?”. Yes it’s quite true that Christ gave up his life to save ours, and thanks
be to God for that! However, every Lent, I’m reminded of one of our former Pastor’s sermons.
It came during the time that I was in high school and often felt ashamed that I didn’t give up
anything for Lent. Pastor Lutz’s sermon that Sunday stated that, yes, Christ did give up his life,
but he also “took up his cross” for us. With that Pastor Lutz explained that we should not give
up anything for Lent, instead we should take up something! Now he did not mean taking up
tennis or golf, eating chocolate or going out to dinner more frequently, but he did mean taking up
something worthwhile. Something along the lines of helping our neighbors, volunteering at a
food bank, visiting shut ins, helping in the community, etc… We were not just to take this up
for Lent, however, we were to take this up permanently. It made sense! Giving up something for
40 days seemed to pale in comparison to Christ’s ultimate sacrifice. Taking up something good
and worthwhile for, perhaps, a lifetime seemed to be a little more appropriate.
Thankfully we are saved by grace through faith and not by doing good works, or most of us,
myself included, wouldn’t have a chance at salvation. However, Christ still commands us to
help our neighbors. So as Lent approaches, what are we going to take up? Helping others is a
great way to add some happiness to a more than somber church season.
The Peace of the Lord be with you,
Lei
Editor

