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GREETINGS FROM THE PASTOR:
October was a wonderful month filled, it seemed, with activities every week, and dominated by
planning and celebrating of our 11th Annual Youth Missions Craft Show. We again enjoyed the
support of many crafters, lots of shoppers, a great kitchen crew, and members who were all in
when it came to helping every aspect of this event exceed expectations. We sold over three
hundred German dinners, rented over sixty craft tables, raffled off five beautiful raffle baskets.
When all is said and done, we will have raised over $4,500.00 for the Youth of Zion, our many
youth & family activities, and mission trips yet to come.
November begins with All Saints Sunday on November 2nd. This Festival celebrates the gift of
eternal life promised by the Lord of life, who burst the bars of death with the dawn of a new age
proclaimed with the Resurrection on Easter morn. “For God so loved the world that He gave
His only Son, that all who believe in him should not perish but have eternal life.” Luther called
this the gospel in miniature; and that is the Good News we reverently remember with the
ringing of the bell as each name is read identifying loved ones among us who were called to
their heavenly home this past year. What could be more moving than remembering that those
whom we love have been claimed by God’s love, a love that promises to never, ever let us go.
On November 9th we will take a moment to remember our veterans, who on the eleventh hour of
the eleventh day of the eleventh month have a day set aside by our nation to honor those who
have served in America’s military. The next Sunday on our calendar calls for the celebration of
the work of the Women of the Church. This is a day set aside in the ELCA to honor the courage
and faithfulness displayed in reclaiming the original vision and ancient practice of letting the
Spirit decide whose gifts the church needs to thrive. I am referring to the ordination of women;
and the ELCA has been richly blessed through the time, talents, and treasures that gifted women
have shared with the life of the church. We will thank God for this on Sunday, November 16th.
The following Sunday brings us to the end of the church year with the Festival of Christ the
King Sunday. The Scriptures promise that there will be an end to the disorder of things with the
final judgment. We acknowledge this promise with our creeds every Sunday as we confess that
Christ will come again to judge the living and the dead, and then claim that we are looking for
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Judgment is good news because
the gospel promises that it will not be strict justice but God’s grace that sets the bar for opening
the doors of the kingdom to all believers. This will be our focus at worship on November 23rd.
The end of this present church year signals the beginning of a new church year. The Church
calls this Advent. At Zion, we call it the beginning of our regular schedule of Advent dinners
and Advent services. There is, of course, more to Advent than great food, good fellowship, and
weekly opportunities to enjoy the gifts that Zion’s talented members bring to our Sunday
evening services. We have so much to celebrate with the arrival of a new year; and this begins
on November 30th with the First Sunday of Advent. Plan to join us for these special Sundays in
November as we celebrate the gifts of God’s love alive among us.

Page 3 Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

November 2014

CHURCH COUNCIL NEWS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Mark Votaw called the meeting to order at
7:02 p.m. Members in attendance included
Carol Rossbach (Council Secretary), Dale
Jacobs (Worship), Heather Hoffman (Parish
Life), Randy Cizek (Social Outreach), Jayne
Schrader (Caring), Jim Fidler (Resource),
Todd Elsass (Property) and Pastor Sherwindt.
Heather Hoffman opened with devotions, and
our business was concluded by 7:48 p.m.

We began with a truly exceptional dinner,
prepared by Dave Palumbo, with help from
Dale Jacobs, and the Church Council. We
served a mouth-watering rendition of shakeand-bake boneless chicken breasts, with
noodles, vegetables, and a wide assortment of
delicious desserts. Council members helped
with set-up, serving, and clean-up. The food
was great, and so was the turnout.

The September Treasurer’s Report showed a
small surplus of $87.89 for the month, which
adds to our year-to-date surplus of $1,878.44.
We are on course for yet another operating
budget in balance. October was a month
when much of our fundraising attention was
devoted to the Youth Fund and the Craft
Show; but we were able to leave ourselves in
good shape as we head into a very generous
season and two very generous months.

We easily met our quorum, as is usually the
case when the congregational meeting is
scheduled on the same night as our Annual
Halloween Party. President Mark Votaw
called our meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. Jon
& Barb Elsass led our singing of We All Are
One in Mission. Pastor Sherwindt reminded
us that we are well on our way to yet another
operating budget in balance, with our year of
bicentennial property projects and celebrations adding to the generosity our members
have displayed this year and last. We have
raised over $60,000 for our bicentennial
projects and celebrations this year alone. This
is in addition to balancing our budget!

The main item of business on our agenda was
getting ready for Zion’s Fall Congregational
Meeting. We finalized the details of our 2015
Proposed Budget Guidelines, which will be
presented for congregational approval when
we gather for a delicious dinner (at 6:15 p.m.)
and our Congregational Meeting (7:00 p.m.)
on Wednesday, October 29th. Please see the
next column for a full report.

FINANCIAL FACTS FOR SEPTEMBER
September Income
September Expenses
September Surplus

17,349.57
17,261.68
87.89

Income thru September 235,292.96
Expenses " September 233,414.52
Surplus thru September
1,878.44
Youth Fund as of 10/31
Food Pantry Fund 10/31

7,476.53
6,847.99

We thank you for your generous support!

Our 2015 Budget Guidelines call for lower
targets for income and expenses than the
2014 budget had set out. We are confident
that we are on course to balance this year’s
budget, just as we have done for the past ten
years. Dave Palumbo and Laura Thompson
assisted in the presentation of our motion to
approve our 2015 Budget; and we voted our
approval with an overwhelming majority!
When the meeting was adjourned at 7:25
p.m., we gathered in Luther Hall to draw the
winners of our raffle baskets. This annual
ritual has become another wonderful celebration of congregational generosity, as all facets
of fundraising related to this event found
great support among our members & friends.
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MORE COUNCIL NEWS

STILL MORE NEWS!

Social Outreach Ministry: Tony Niesz
anticipated that he would have the time to
serve when he threw his name in the ring to
serve as our Social Outreach Ministry Elder.
His expertise in preparing exceptional
desserts for our many fellowship events provided delicious evidence that he had the
“social” aspect of this ministry covered. With
changes in his schedule, the time needed to
serve on Council was no longer available. We
approached Randy Cizek about the possibility
of serving the remainder of Tony’s term, and
Randy agreed. Randy’s expertise on the grill
made him the obvious choice! We thank
Tony for his willingness to serve, and are
happy to welcome Randy aboard.

Resource Ministry: Jim Fidler, who has
familiarity with the law and with real estate,
continues to make progress when it comes to
doing some of the preliminary research that
would go into a title search for the parsonage.
While this is not immediately pressing, we
know that we need to make slow and steady
progress in helping Zion to think about the
next chapter for the parsonage. In terms of
financial resources, we continue to be blessed
with zero debt, budgets balanced, property
projects funded, and healthy balances in our
many special funds, especially the funds we
hold in our Merrill Lynch account.

Property Ministry: Our Thursday morning
retirees’ crew continues to make great
headway in keeping the property looking
great. We authorized more tree-trimming
near the parsonage; and we are looking
forward to an outdoor clean up day, perhaps
on the Saturday of November 15. The key to
setting this date is that our trees are done
shedding leaves, since we clean up the beds
around the church and clean out the gutters,
too. Stay tuned and follow the weekly
bulletin as more information is shared.
Worship Ministry: While the order of our
hosts for the Sunday evening Advent dinners
has not yet been determined, we are looking
forward to continuing the format of dinner at
5:30 p.m., with the service at 6:15 p.m. This
begins on November 30th. Many details are
yet to be decided, but we know that Advent
wreaths will be the focus of our First Sunday
in Advent, the Chancel Guild will host our
dinner, and the Pastor’s message will
elaborate on the meaning of our Advent
Faceted Stained Glass Window. Be there!

Steering Ministry: It is not uncommon that
members who are willing to get involved in
the organizational life of the church are also
willing to get involved at work, with family,
and all sorts of personal commitments. Our
Vice President, Brian Milek, who as a newer
members was willing to step forward when
the need for his time and expertise arose with
an opening on Mutual Ministry, wound up
also serving as Vice President on Council, as
the head of Mutual Ministry, and as our point
person in pushing for involvement in the
Internship Program. Between time commitments at home and travel responsibilities
abroad, Brian, with regrets and gratitude,
submitted his resignation as Vice President of
Council, and Council, with regrets and gratitude, accepted his resignation.
Caring Ministry: The Great Turkey Giveaway is right around the corner. We need 90
turkeys for the families we serve through the
ministry of our food pantry, and for the
partnership we’ve developed over the years
in working with Siffrin homes. If you donate
the cash, we’ll shop for the turkeys! We need
your gifts by Sunday, November 16th.
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OUTSTANDING NEWS FROM OUR 2014 YOUTH MISSIONS CRAFT SHOW
Thank you, Connie Frank, Debbie Fox, Dale Jacobs, and everyone who joined in this
fabulous effort! We built on last year’s success, and we had no difficulty attracting the crafters
we needed, who rented sixty-three tables, making this year’s edition of the Youth Missions
Craft Show another great event for Zion and Zion’s Youth! Connie Frank again assumed her
leadership role for the Craft Show side of this Oktoberfest extravaganza. What a professional
touch she invariably adds to this unbelievable event. Between craft tables rented, German
dinners sold, the bake sale table, the concessions stand, and our themed basket raffle, total
income once again exceeded the $6,000.00 plateau!
In terms of dollars and cents, when the final totals were tallied, our income from renting craft
tables was $2,205.00. The Bake Sale contributed $220.00 to our totals. Between our pre-sold
tickets for our German dinners and the Concession Stand on the day of the Craft Show, add
another $2,902.00 to that total. Last, but not least, our Themed Raffle Baskets produced
$755.25 in ticket sales. All of this adds up to $6,082.25! While there are a number of expenses
that need to be covered in paying for an event like the Craft Show, the revenues produced are
mind-numbing. It is hard not to stand in awe at what this Oktoberfest extravaganza has become,
both in terms of dollars that are made and the volunteers who step forward.
Just take a moment to consider this list of names of folks involved: Connie Frank had great
support from her husband Jeff, and daughters, Carley and Cassie, plus lots of other husbands
and wives, children and friends, like the Fox family, the Rhodes family, the Thompsons, the
Dagues, Chrissy Nicholson, the Riffles, Janet Slease, and so many more who helped out during
the course of the day itself. There’s Jayne Schrader, Kay Reiss, Renee Keith, and Chuck
Danner. A good part of our revenues come from the German dinners. The kitchen is a crazy and
active place. We thank the Singing Chef, Dale Jacobs, and his faithful crew of Cathy Harvey,
Darlene Milavickas, Marilyn Espe-Sherwindt, and Ron Tvorik. The list goes on and on and on.
All we can do is to extend our thanks to everyone who helped make this event such a great day!
This year we would like to add one more special name for helping add to the success of our
Youth Missions Craft Show. Dave Zastawny, our Thrivent representative, not only rented a
craft table. He again donated the makings of our Pink Ribbon Raffle Basket, and took time from
a vacation trip south to help us apply for some matching funds from the Stark County chapter of
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, who expect to add another $500.00 to the total of funds raised
for youth missions, which, of course, includes local outreach, mission trips, and all sorts of
activities that are intended to raise awareness of the connection between God’s love for us and
our service to others. Thank you, Dave, and thank you, Thrivent!
All of us are deeply gratified by the way in which the entire congregational family finds some
way to get in the act of supporting our youth with the Youth Missions Craft Show and
Oktoberfest. If we were to try to list all the members who attend the big day, contribute to our
effort with their time, talents, and treasures by baking, buying, or donating, we could just
duplicate our membership roster and thank you all, which, if you think about it, is exactly what
we just did with this extended page of thanks. We just can’t say it enough, “Thank you all!”
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GREAT NEWS FROM ZION’S SUNDAY SCHOOL
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO:

UPCOMING EVENTS – MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Sunday, November 16: Thanksgiving Service Project for All Youth during Sunday School
Sunday, November 30: The Advent Giving Tree is introduced with our First Advent Dinner
Saturday, December 13: Dress Rehearsal for Children’s Christmas Program and a Pizza Party!
Sunday, December 14: Zion’s Children’s Christmas Program at the 10:30 a.m. service (only)
Sunday, December 14: Youth, Parents, and Leaders host our Sunday Evening Advent Service
PRE-K THROUGH THE SIXTH GRADE
As we look to November and December, we will continue our normal Sunday
School lessons at 9:15 a.m. each Sunday. We will also start practicing for this
Christmas Program at the end of November. We will have reading and nonreading parts for all of our youth this year from ages 3 through High School.
We look forward to a great program, along with the great lessons they will
continue to learn during the Sunday School Hour.
We are entering into a great time of the year for Zion’s Sunday School children, and they will
have a lot of fun and learn so much about the Good News of God’s love for all people. We get
to practice some of that love with the Advent Giving Tree, which our Sunday School sponsors
on behalf of the families we serve through our Food Pantry. By the time we get to the big
weekend, we will have collected money for Christmas hams and received presents for several of
our pantry families. The Christmas Program will be performed at the 10:30 a.m. service on
Sunday, December 14th. We will have dress rehearsal, our traditional Christmas Pizza Party, and
our wrapping of the Advent Giving Tree gifts on Saturday, December 13th.
THANKSGIVING SERVANT EVENT
We will be working on our traditional Thanksgiving service project during
Sunday School this month. The kids will make decorated Thanksgiving
bags for the Food Pantry to use when they deliver this year’s holiday meals.
We will provide the brown bags for all of the classes to decorate during
Sunday School, and we plan to fill these bags during Sunday School on
November 16th. We are asking families to donate mashed potatoes or a jar of
turkey gravy as items identified among the most needed for these bags. Our thanks to all!
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO THRIVENT FINANCIAL FOR LUTHERANS
We extend our thanks to Dave Zastawny, our Thrivent representative, for contributing to our
Youth Missions Craft Show with both his personal generosity and his professional interest in
helping us apply to the Stark County Chapter 30787 for a Care Abounds in Community grant.

Page 7 Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

November 2014

MORE GREAT NEWS FOR ZION'S YOUTH
STILL MORE ABOUT OUR YOUTH MISSIONS CRAFT SHOW & OKTOBERFEST
The Raffle Baskets created by the Sunday School classes were amazing! Thank you to our
teachers, our youth, and their parents for their donations for the baskets. As has become our
tradition the last several years, we drew our Raffle Basket Winners on the Wednesday night of
our Congregational Meeting, which was October 29th.
The winner of our Spa & Pamper Yourself Basket was Heather Lyons; the winner of our
Sweet Treats Basket was Nancy Burrell. The winner of our Family Fun Night Basket was
Rick Riley; the winner of our Sports & Ohio State Basket was Sue Whitmer; and the winner
of our Pink Ribbon Basket was Lorraine Weinman.
We would also like to thank members of the congregation who donated items for the
concessions and who baked delicious treats for the bake sale, all of which helped to raise funds
for the youth through this craft show. Your amazing support is always greatly appreciated!
Finally, thank you to our youth for the delicious chocolate-covered oreos, and chocolate-dipped
pretzels they made during Sunday School for the bake sale.
NEWS FROM THIS YEAR’S YOUTH HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY
This year’s Halloween Party was a smaller version of its usual edition, but still a
whole lot of fun! We extend a big thank you to everyone who helped make the
party such a great success – especially Janet Slease, Connie Riffle, Melissa
Riffle, the Tvoriks, and our youth helpers – Emma Shaheen and Kylie Elder!
We were able to brave the weather for our pumpkin hunt after pizza. Then we
headed inside to work on some crafts and creative pumpkin decorating, after which we enjoyed
a mad science room and a dance party. We ended the night with Trick-or-Treating around our
church after the raffle basket winners were drawn! With all the great fun and great treats, it was
a great night! Thank you to everyone who donated items for the party and who helped us Trickor-Treat at the end! We truly appreciate everyone’s time and donations.
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LUTHER’ S SMALL CATECHISM

THE WOMEN OF ZION

Jeff Hissong has been leading our Adult
Sunday School Class in a refresher course that
covers the basics of our Lutheran faith by
reviewing Luther’s Small Catechism. The
Small Catechism has been the backbone of
teaching young Lutherans the Christian faith
ever since Martin Luther wrote it in 1529.
Ruth Elsass has often shared some older
catechetical materials and certificates that go
way back in Zion’s history as a congregational
family; but not even Ruth’s collectibles get us
back to 1529! But Jeff Hissong has, not with
historical artifacts, but with his mastery of
history during, before, and after the period of
the Reformation in the 16th century.

BLANKET SUNDAY was a great success when
measured both by how beautiful the Sanctuary
looked with the many colored quilts draping
the pews and filling the Chancel on October
5th and by the results: 64 quilts, 20 blankets,
45 school kits and 22 personal care kits. With
help from Verle Elsass, Chris Thomas, Carl
Geib, and Bob Lancashire on October 9th,
these items were packed into 34 boxes, loaded
onto the Elsass pick-up, and readied for
delivery to Jerusalem Lutheran Church in
Seville, where they became part of a larger
shipment headed to places all over the world.
We extend our thanks to all.

Our Adult Sunday School Class, which meets
between the services in Luther Hall, has
really enjoyed what Jeff has brought to the
table, which is actually six tables so that
everyone can have a seat! We started back in
September, and have covered the Ten
Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, the
Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, Holy Communion,
and the Office of the Keys – not the keys to
the office, which are many, but the key to
Christian living, which focuses on turning
God’s grace into shared forgiveness.
All Saints Sunday brought into focus three
keys to our confidence in God’s gift of
salvation: sola gratia, sola Scriptura, sola
fides. With that said, Jeff is beginning to
wrap up this journey through the basics of
our faith by turning, first, to the Book of
Concord, and then to holy pilgrimages of
Saints James, Andrew, Peter, and Martin.
This will lead to one of his great and lasting
joys as someone who has taught Spanish all
of his professional life, namely, introducing
us to the Feast of Our Lady Guadalupe! The
date for this will be December 7th. Plan to
learn more by joining us on Sunday mornings.

The Women of Zion will celebrate their
annual THANKOFFERING SERVICE on the
Sunday of November 16th. This is an opportunity to lift up the ministry of women in the
ELCA, and to honor the work done by
women’s organizations in congregations all
over the country, including our own. Love
Offering envelopes will be made available in
the bulletin on Thankoffering Sunday. All of
us will be invited to show our thanks with an
offering of support for the work that is done
by the Women of the ELCA.
The monthly Women’s Bible Study meets on
Tuesday, November 18th, with our focus on
the theme of Transforming Life and Faith.
Session 3 reminds us that Transformation
Takes Time. We join the Israelites and the
story of their deliverance through the Exodus.
Becoming a people didn’t happen overnight.
It took a generation of wilderness wandering,
and generations of living together after that.
Take a look at Exodus, and then make it a
point to join us in the Resource Center on
November 18th at 9:30 a.m. both for the great
fellowship and for the good discussion that is
a part of our every meeting. You’ll be glad
you did; and so will we.
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NEW ADDRESSES & MORE

IMPORTANT DATES & MORE

We’ve had quite a number of changes when it
comes to addresses and phone numbers; and
here are some of those updates:

Remembering Veterans on November 11th:
The eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the
eleventh month has been set aside by the
nation to honor those who have served in
America’s military. Originally declared a
national holiday by President Woodrow
Wilson in 1919 to commemorate the signing
of the Armistice, which ended World War I
on November 11, 1918, this day has been
know as Veterans’ Day since President
Dwight Eisenhower and Congress updated
the tradition in 1954.

Helen Ballentine
The Inn at Whitewood Village
3146 Whitewood Street #112
North Canton, OH 44720
Shirley Cary
1901 Wynstone Circle NE
North Canton, OH 44720
Gregg Evanoff
13208 Bristlecone Way Apt. 14
Germantown, MD 20875
Jane & Gary Fairman
333 Briar Avenue NE
North Canton, OH 44720
Mabel Kolarik
The Waterford, Apt. 116
201 Holl Road NE
North Canton, OH 44720
Darlene and Lou Milavickas
6638 Oakbridge Avenue NW
North Canton, 0H 44720
Len & Vickie Swartz
8472 Beechcreek Street NW
Massillon, OH 44646
We’ve received some newer members, whose
addresses are listed below:
Keith and Amanda Haga
506 Donner Avenue SW
North Canton, OH 44720
Ron and Linda Tvorik
2934 Lee Street NW
North Canton, OH 44720-4894

With bravery and strength they serve;
With dignity and pride they stand;
With courage and hope they fight.
As Winston Churchill once said, “Never was
so much owed by so many to so few.”
Gracious God, make us instruments of your
peace in a world where war is too often the
norm. Teach us how to live at peace:
enjoying peace within, peace with others,
peace in the world; in Jesus’ name. Amen
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THANKSGIVING MEANS TURKEYS FOR AROUND NINETY FAMILIES

We're looking for a
few good turkeys –
not the human kind,
but the poultry kind!
Please help us achieve our goal of providing 90 turkeys
so that we can offer a full Thanksgiving dinner for all of our
food pantry families. You are welcome to donate turkeys, or
cash so that we can purchase the turkeys. We need the turkeys
and the cash donations to be in place by November 16. That will give us the time we need to
make sure that our pantry clients receive the gifts we have for them. We also are lacking in the
boxed mashed potatoes department. If each family could bring in gravy or a box of mashed
potatoes, that would be great. Remember, all donations are due by Sunday, November 16.

We are now accepting Cash Donations or the Actual Frozen Bird!
When it comes to Thanksgiving, we not only serve our pantry clients, but also 32 of the Siffrin
homes in Stark County! Siffrin homes are group homes for individuals with mental or physical
disabilities. Our goal for Thanksgiving is ninety 12-pound turkeys. The turkeys are just a part
of what we supply through the ministry of our Food Pantry. Every family is handed bags filled
with stuffing, potatoes, vegetables, cranberries, applesauce, noodles, muffins, pies, and
something to drink. We know that with your help, and God’s, we will achieve our goal. Feel
free to call Cathy Harvey or the Church Office (330-499-3909) with any questions.

The North Canton Ministerial Association presents our –

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25, at 7:00 P.M.
HOSTED BY FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
300 Ninth Street NW, just a couple of blocks from Zion: Come and enjoy:
Great music, excellent preaching, and clergy from all of our churches,
As we celebrate our sense of community and camaraderie in service,
With the offering designated to support the Stark County Hunger Task Force
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF LARRY MOORE
August 9, 1918 – October 23, 2014
Ninety-six years, two months, and fourteen days of a full and blessed life, filled full with a sense of
faithful service, a heart of gold, and rugged hands that were well-practiced in the art of reaching out,
doing one’s share, pulling one’s weight, and then a whole lot more. Larry’s work with Zion’s Food
Pantry is legendary; but that is only the tip of the iceberg, a small glimpse of how visible Larry was
everywhere at Zion. All I know is that if we planned it, Larry supported it, and not just with his
presence, but with heartfelt, hands-on care and commitment. Larry had a face and a smile that was
predictably warm and friendly; and his support was something that you knew you could trust, rely
upon, and count on.
I could go on and on about the good Larry did, about the good man he was, the quiet and stalwart
way in which he went about his calling of being a “good and faithful servant” of our good and
loving Lord. But I think that it is important to remember that Larry didn’t do these things to earn
God’s favor, or ours. What stands out in this life that in many ways just kind of blended in, is what
Larry taught us about those who are genuinely surprised that they had done anything special by
caring about the hungry, the needy, the naked, persons down on their luck, down on themselves, or
just down and depressed. Larry wasn’t looking to win awards, impress his neighbors, or the big boss
upstairs. When you’re called, you say Yes. When help is needed, you help. You do your part,
because you can, with a smile, good will and good cheer. That was Larry’s way.
I know that we’ll all miss Larry. It’s good to know that he lived a long and full life. It’s comforting
to think about how gracious God was in calling him home without an extended period of decline, or
a painful lingering that so many endure nowadays. Right to the end Larry was clear-minded, and
resolute in doing his part, while hoping for the best. But I think of Larry during World War II in the
foxhole he shared with two others, with the protective logs overhead blown to bits by incoming
mortar, taken to a field hospital where the diagnosis confirmed that things were worse than he had
let on, and then returning to the front lines, where he discovered that all but two of his buddies were
gone. Burdens like these can crush the human spirit through the sheer weight of incredible trauma.
But Larry’s spirit wasn’t crushed. Larry returned from his years at war, years without much
training, where he was rushed through Scotland to the front lines in France, given less than a
moment to celebrate the war ending in Europe, before being told to get ready for Japan. Larry
returned to Evelyn Louise Himes, and on May 23rd, 1948, he was drafted into the role of husband,
father, provider, and then grandfather and great-grandfather, joining in the multi-generational
Himes connection to Zion and making it his own, without ever looking back, always looking
forward to the next opportunity to enjoy the blessings of being a blessing.
“Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you some food, or thirsty and gave you a
drink, or naked and gave you clothing? And our Lord will answer, “Inasmuch as you did to the
least, the lost, and the lowly, you did it to me.” Larry, the children of a besieged Europe, and their
children, thank you. The many persons who have walked through our doors at Zion to be served
through the ministry of our food pantry thank you. The names and the people are too numerous to
mention, or even remember; but there is One who is present, whose name we know, whose grace
has blessed us, whose love sustains us, and whose word of commendation resounds for all to hear:
“Well done, good and faithful servant!” Enter into the joy that is yours in Jesus’ name. Amen

