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LEADERSHIP RETREAT
For all Council members, Call Committee, and anyone
else interested in attending.
DATE: February 25, 2017
TIME: 8:30 AM - 3:00 PM
PLACE: Arrowhead Golf and Banquet
1500 Rogwin Circle SW
North Canton, OH 44720
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…. to grow in love and serve by grace

My Very Best to You
Dear Friends in Christ,
I will share a couple stories about stewardship this month that I found
interesting.
The first one is about a wealthy businessman who was horrified to see a
fisherman sitting beside his boat, playing with a small child. “Why aren’t you out
fishing?” asked the businessman. “Because I caught enough fish for one day,” replied the fisherman. “Why
don’t you catch some more?” “What would I do with them?”
“You could earn more money,” said the businessman. “Then with the extra money, you could buy a
bigger boat, go into deeper waters, and catch more fish. Then you would make enough money to buy nylon
nets. With the nets, you could catch even more fish and make more money. With that money you could
own two boats, maybe three boats. Eventually you could have a whole fleet of boats and be rich like me.”
“Then what would I do?” asked the fisherman. “Then,” said the businessman, “you could really enjoy life.” The fisherman looked at the businessman quizzically and asked, “What do you think I am doing
now?”
The second one is about two men who are stranded on a desert island. One was a Christian, who
attended worship regularly. The other had never set a foot inside a church. The Christian seemed cheerful
and upbeat; the other was nervous and worried. The second man spoke first, “Why are you so happy?
Don’t you know we’ll never be found? We’ll both certainly die on this forsaken island.” “Cheer up.” Replied the Christian. “We’ll be just fine. I made a financial pledge to my church and the pledge is due next
week, and I know the finance committee will find me!”
I found humor in them both and also cause for some introspection on how one measures
financial success and some shrewdness for one’s giving. Perhaps you may find some thoughtful implications for your financial status and giving.
These are special times… it’s God’s time and God’s special people take, or make, the time to
gather and faithfully worship him each Lord’s Day. It may take time from family gatherings, (invite and
bring them with you), or take time from sleep, and still for others it will take time from events, sports, and
other activities that take time.
These are terrific times to invite others to thank God as we remember that he came to earth as
our Savior, suffered, died, and rose from the grave in victory over sin, Satan, and death!
This is an opportune time to seek and ask others to come with you to worship, celebrate. and give
thanks for God’s unconditional, awesome, incomprehensive, and amazing love in Christ our Lord.
I invite you to take time to begin a practice of discipleship by joining us each Sunday morning at
Zion Lutheran Church for worship at 8:00 or 10:30 and for Sunday School at 9:15.
I look forward to seeing you at our exciting worship services with a smile on your face, a Bible in
your hand, and a friend by your side whom you brought with you!
God bless and love you abundantly,

Pastor Hal
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February 2017 President’s Message

Where the Rubber Meets the Road
Ladies and Gentlemen, members and friends, I want to take you on a Road Trip!
We have spent the last six months getting ready for this trip. We have learned to
drive on our own. We have reorganized Council, we have staffed the Secretary
position, we have upgraded technology, we have gotten the Parsonage updated
and rented. We have figured out that it takes a lot to run an organization that employs several folks, maintains a building, supports a community and reaches out
to the world. All of these are tasks for the members. The car is gassed up, there
is windshield juice in the reservoir and we have packed up the kids and snacks.
Now it is time to put this car in motion. This is where the rubber meets the road.
This will be a trip of hard spiritual work. Now is the time for us to figure out where
Zion is and where it is trying to go. No one else can do this for us. We have had a living community for 200 years, during that time things change. New Berlin becomes
North Canton. Hoover Company comes and goes. We see the congregation swell and
decline. We need to take the wheel, take control of our destiny and make decisions
about what we want to become. Ultimately we need to hear that small voice in the quiet
that helps us discern what God is Calling Zion to be.
Well there is no pressure there!!! How are we going to figure out what God wants for
us?! That is what the Interim Period is all about. Pastor Hal is here to shepherd the
flock while we get busy figuring out the next steps. We are now ready to look at those next steps. We
kicked the process off with a Guest Sermon from Rev. Al Votaw. He told the story of “Singing the Lord’s
Song in a Strange Land”. Next we are sponsoring a Leadership Retreat on 25 Feb. This is a Saturday all
day, time to meet, talk together, do some learning activities etc. The focus will be on engineering our next
steps. The retreat will be held at Arrowhead Golf & Banquet Hall. There will be lunch and snacks.
Council and the Call committee will be there. It is open to ALL interested members of the congregation.
Please come and help the Call Committee understand your needs, your version of God’s song. The other
part is Home Gatherings. These can be held anywhere. We want to get down to smaller group discussions
so we can be sure that everyone can be heard. The thoughts and concerns of the congregation are synthesized for the Call Committee. They will use that to build the Congregational Profile. The Profile then is
what prospective pastors look at and decide if we are where they want to be.
Get Us a New Pastor Fund
When Bishop Allende visited with Council last May, he suggested that we have a fund of about $5000 to
$6000 to cover the costs of the call process. That fund will cover the Leadership Retreat. It will cover
travel expenses for pastors coming to see Zion and interview. It would cover expenses if some of the call committee decided to go and be a part of a service in the
pastor’s current call. Any money left in the fund after that could be used to cover
moving expenses for the newly Called Pastor and his family. We have plenty of
money in our investment funds to cover any expenses that we might need to make
however Council believes that we should not use that unnecessarily. Council approved starting a fund to prepare for a New Pastor. You will be seeing special envelopes soon. Please help us get ready for a new spiritual leader. In Return – No
Early Bird arm twisting this year. Promise!
Yours In Christ,
Mark Votaw
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with a slight deficit, we are quite optimistic about
Zion’s future and our ability to meet our goals and
fulfill our mission. Our positive attitude stems from
the fact that the generosity of the Congregation enabled us to significantly offset the negative financial
impact of:

PURPOSE OF THE RESOURCE MINISTRY
As the Resource Ministry Elder, I have been asked
to provide some commentary as to the role this
Ministry plays in the life of Zion Lutheran Church.
To understand this Ministry’s purpose, it is important to know that its official name is the Resource
Development Ministry Team. As the titular leader
of this Ministry, it is my responsibility to gather and
marshal the efforts of a team of Congregation members who are talented and experienced in financial,
commercial and accounting matters to support the
Congregation’s mission to grow financial and human resources and manage the day-to-day financial
affairs of the Congregation.

1. Increased structure and landscaping expenses
caused by inclement weather;
2. Increased expenses associated with the hiring
of a fulltime Secretary;
3. The decrease in revenue precipitated by the
loss of our day care tenant; and
4. Revenue lost by virtue of the Parsonage being without a tenant for several months during the year.

Simply put, the Resource Ministry keeps track of
our financial situation, allocates the resources to
meet the needs of different ministries and invests our
financial revenues in a manner that helps our resources grow.

In spite of all of the adversity and notwithstanding
the uncertainty always inherent in the retirement of a
Pastor who has served a Congregation for 14 years,
the Congregation demonstrated its commitment to
Zion’s future through the support given to our InThis is a task simply stated, but not easily accomterim Pastor, enthusiastic participation in events and
plished. To perform this task, we need dedicated
healthy financial support of our benevolent enterpeople to draft a budget guideline for the succeeding
prises. We are very thankful for the opportunities to
year which takes into account not only our obligafulfill our Mission “To Grow in Love and Service by
tions to fund Zion’s various Ministries but also our
Grace” made possible by the generous support of the
fair share in support of the wider Ministry of the
Congregation.
ELCA and the Northeast Ohio Synod. The Resource Ministry is responsible for ensuring the effiJim Fidler
cient conduct of the Congregation’s financial affairs,
Resource Elder
giving particular attention to prompt payment of all
obligations and forwarding benevolence monies to
CARING MINISTRY
the Synodical Treasurer. The Resource Team is
responsible for providing adequate Church property The Food Pantry and Clothing Closet will be open
and liability insurance; promoting Christian steward- on February 7th and 21st at 1:00 PM. Set -up will
ship; recording skills and interests of Church Mem- be at 9:30 AM. If you’re available to help with setup or distribution please know that you’re most welbers and matching them up to the Congregation’s
needs; and, subject to Congregation Council super- come. Don’t be shy everyone is very friendly. Our
Food Pantry would like to remind everyone that
vision, the Congregation’s investments.
there is a need for spaghetti sauce, jelly, peanut butWe in the Congregation are blessed to have inditer (crunchy and smooth), canned fruit, cereal, toilet
viduals willing to take on this task so critical to the
paper and gallon freezer bags. Also, a reminder
life of our Congregation.
from the Clothing Closet that they could use
“Household Items” such as pots, pans, dishes, cups,
God Bless,
silverware, glassware, etc. A BIG THANK-YOU in
Jim Fidler
advance for your generosity. The needy people we
RESOURCE MINISTRY
serve are very appreciative of Zion and they let us
As is the norm, our giving was quite generous in De- know in word and deed (hugs and warm handshakes). It is wonderful to do this work in the name
cember, 2016 and enabled us to shrink the deficit
of our Lord.
impressively. Although we finished the year 2016
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Prayer Chain requests can be sent to Kay Davis at
stitchandsewk810@sbcglobal.net. Please let her
know if you wish to remove a prayer request.

ZION'S FINANCIAL FACTS IN DECEMBER 2016

Ron Tvorik
PARISH LIFE
At February’s council meeting, I will transition to
Witness Ministry Team chairperson in order to
develop a social media presence and promote
attendance to services and events. Be on the look for
updates to Zion’s website and a new Facebook page.
If you have any ideas or pictures that you’d like to
include, please let me know or place them in the
mailbox.

December Income
Income through December
December Expenses
Expenses through December

$ 20,959.39
$188,923.26
$ 17,529.09
$189,963.99

December Surplus
2016 Final YTD Deficit

$
3,430.30
($ 1,040.73)

Food Pantry Fund
Zion’s Youth Fund

$
$

8,773.95
8,099.81

We thank you for your generous support!

Thank you,
Heather Hoffman

WOMEN OF ZION
Many times the Comfort Givers are asked, Where
are the comforts you make for missions sent? The
Lutheran World Relief (LWR) has two shipping
points. One in Minnesota, the other in Maryland
which serves 16 countries. Our little shipping point
is from Seville, Ohio to Windsor, Maryland. Next,
they are packed in large bails and shipped to countries with LWR Partner Agencies such as Angola,
Georgia,
Honduras, India, Mali, Nicaragua, Serbia, Tanzania,
and the Ukraine.

WITNESS MINISTRY
Statement of Purpose: To reach out into the Parish
with the Gospel by equipping, encouraging and
enabling members to communicate the Gospel in a
way which invites a response to the call of Jesus
Christ, to participate in the mission of the church.
Responsibilities: The Witness Ministry Team shall:
1. Continually stimulate and lead all members
of this congregation to reawaken the
spiritually indifferent, and to reach out to
others who have not yet heard the Gospel.
2. Establish programs so that prospective
members will be visited, instructed in the
faith, and assimilated into membership.
3. Recruit, equip and support members of the
congregation for these programs.
4. Provide for the communication of the Gospel
through fellowship in the wider church and
through the creative use of the media.
5. Annually study this congregation in the
context of its surrounding community.

We recently received statistics for 2015-2016 that
LWR received 346,170 comforts/quilts and 12,180
blankets.
These gifts of love will bring a message of hope and
caring to be used as warm bedding, a simple tent,
dividers for multi-families, a wrap or to carry their
possessions.
We are so blessed and grateful that we could be partners in some small way by sending 45 comforts and
32 blankets. Thank You and God’s blessings to all
who helped.
Please join this faithful group, lend a hand, enjoy
fellowship on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of each
month.

Supporting Ministries:
Evangelism
New Members
Advertising
Social Media- website, Facebook profile

In His Service
Betty Tracy

Heather Hoffman
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Since the Geib family has gotten smaller, the piano
is no longer needed. The Zion worship and music
committee agreed to accept it for use in Luther Hall.
The Lutheran Men in Mission Canton/Massillon
So on a bitter cold January 7th day, the piano was
Conference Winter Breakfast is Saturday, February moved from 705 Glenwood SW to Zion Lutheran
25, 2017, registration at 8:30 a.m. and breakfast at
Church. A big THANK YOU to the movers, Verle
9:00. It is held at Israel’s Lutheran Church, Paris,
Elsass, Ken Elsass, Todd Elsass, Clarence Givler,
Ohio. Gentlemen, bring your Fathers, Sons,
Richard Biggerstaff, Dan Nicol, Ron Singer, and
Neighbors, and your Pastor. Come and find out just Carl Geib. All went very well and the hope is that
how bad the Heroin Epidemic is in our county and Zion Lutheran Church enjoys more music from that
country. We will have Major John Oliver from the grand piano.
Stark County Sherriff’s office presenting this proSincerely, Carl Geib
gram. There will be a free will offering for breakfast which will be donated to the Sherriff’s office to
further support this program. Reservations must be
in by February 21, 2017 to Bernie Bresson at (330)
704-3449 or Lmm6bres@gmail.com.
LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION CANTON/
MASSILLON CONFERENCE

BABY GRAND PIANO
The white baby grand piano that is now in Luther
Hall has a bit of history with Zion Lutheran Church.
Back in the 1960’s and 70’s it was Pastor Ruth’s
family piano at the parsonage. When they retired,
they did not want to take that heavy piano with them
so the Geib family bought it and moved it to their
home on Glenwood.

……………………………………..……..please cut here ……….………………...............................................
Registration for Zion Lutheran Church
First Leadership Seminar-Workshop
Saturday, February 25, 2017

9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Arrowhead Golf Club and Banquet Hall
1500 Rogwin Circle SW
North Canton, Ohio 44720
Name (s) _________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
Phone ____________________________________________
Email ____________________________________________
Please return this form to the Church Office by February 22, 2017
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NEWS FROM ZION’S YOUTH
Happy Birthday to:

Upcoming Events – Mark your calendars!
Wednesday, March 1st: Ash Wednesday
Sunday, April 16th (Easter): Children’s Easter Egg Hunt for all ages during Sunday School
Sunday School Pre-K thru 6th Grade
Sunday School will continue on its normal schedule in February. As a reminder, Sunday School begins at 9:15 am each Sunday and ends at 10:15 am. Our classes will continue to learn important lessons from the Bible along with crafts, puzzles, games and snacks. Please join us!
A Service Project for February – Operation Gratitude
We need your help this month! The youth will be sponsoring a service project for Operation Gratitude
through the end of February. We will be collecting items for care kits that will be sent to our US Military men and women through Operation Gratitude. Our goal is to make 50 to 100 care kits each containing 8 travel size items. The following is a list of the items we are collecting:
1. Toothbrushes individually packaged
2. Toothpaste (4 oz. or less)
3. Dental floss
4. Deodorant (solid only, 3 oz. or less)
5. Foot powder/Baby powder (4 oz. or less)
6. Hand/Foot Warmers
7. Facial tissue (small packs only, 10 tissues per pack)
8. Lip balm/Chapstick
There will be a box in the Narthex to collect the items for the care kits. Please help us reach our goal!
The kids will also be writing letters to our Military Troops to go along with the care kits. Anyone is
welcome to write a letter. Please drop off any letters to the Main Office. We will need all donated
items and letters by February 28th. You can look up more information about Operation Gratitude on
their website at www.operationgratitude.com. Thank you in advance for everyone’s support!
Acme Receipts
Thank you to everyone for all of the Acme receipts that were left in the jar in the Narthex. We are currently in the process of tallying things up. Look for totals in next month’s Newsletter. We truly appreciate everyone’s support of our youth.
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Youth Spotlight
Question of the Month
What is your favorite thing to do in your spare time?
LJ Brown - Play on my tablet
Mason Howes – Play monster jam with my monster trucks
Ben Keith – Ride my bike
Drew Keith - Play with my dinosaurs
Savannah Schrader - Play with my baby dolls
Amelia Milek - Draw, bake and watch YouTube
Weston Milek – Rest and take a nap
Christopher Thompson - Watch YouTube
Justin Dague – Playing basketball
Jeremy Fox – Hang out with my friends
Cassie Frank – Hang out with friends
Chrissy Nicholson – Hang with friends, listen to music , bake and cook
Marcus Rhodes – Playing video games
Casey Walters –

Filming things

Eric Dague – Spending time with family and friends
Nathan Fox – Hunting
Carley Frank – Making art
Summer Heller – Spending time with my family and friends doing fun activities
Kathryn Milek – Reading and drawing
Mallory Rhodes – Read
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Dear Leadership Partners in the Gospel at Zion,
I invite and urge you to attend Zion’s First Leadership Seminar, February 25, from 9:00
a.m. – 3:00 p.m. The Seminar will be held at the Arrowhead Golf Club and Banquet Center located
at 1500 Rogwin Circle SW. North Canton.
I HAVE GREAT NEWS! There is NO COST to Zion Lutheran Church or anyone
who attends this seminar!
Church Council, Call committee, and Transition Focus Team, Praise Team and staff members, ministry members, education staff (SS & VBS), former choir members and any other member interested in leadership and the future direction of Zion are encouraged to be present for this
outstanding seminar and workshop. Pastor Karl Bierman, assistant to the NEOS Bishop, is also
planning to attend.
All this is simply a process to grow as a leader and think about our future
The day’s schedule begins at 8:30 a.m. with the continental breakfast. We will have two
breaks during the day with snacks and beverages provided at break time.
The first session will start at 9 a.m. At 10:30. we will have a 5 minute break. Our next session will begin at 10:35. We will break for lunch about noon and begin the next session at 12:30.
Another break of 5 minutes is planned for 1:40. Our final session begins at 1:45 and ends at
2:55pm.. Evaluations may be filled out at 2:55. At 3 we are on way home!
The purpose of the Seminar is to:
 Clarify our transition time and the Transition Task Force focus and tasks
 Examine views about leadership ministry
 Mapping our Assets (hint: we have many)
 Help us get ready for our home gatherings scheduled for after Easter.
 Establish some plans, objectives, goals, and strategies regarding our mission
 Begin to discern God’s vision for the Zion’s future
 Help prepare the Call committee to faithfully fulfill its responsibilities.
There is no way we will be able to accomplish all of the above at this Seminar. It is the start
of a process to get ready to Call a person to serve Zion as its Called pastor.
I have made every endeavor to make this the best Leadership Seminar I can. However,
each one’s attendance and participation is vital for Zion to become the best mission center possible
and fulfill God’s vision for us.
Please use the register form included in this newsletter IMMEDIATELY! It will be most
advantageous for all who attend to be present for the entire time. Please return the registration
form at worship or call the church office (330-499-3909). Whatever you do, please return the form
no later than Wednesday, February 22, 2017.
Registrations are needed in order that we can provide adequate seating, food, and materials
for each one in attendance.
I am the old interim pastor with an aching back, a limp in my walk, a passion to lead you in
this transition time, and prepare you for the Calling of your next pastor.
With you in Christ.
Haldon Robarge, Interim Pastor
REGISTRATION FORM FOUND ON PAGE 6 OF THIS NEWSLETTER
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[Jesus said:] "You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It
is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.
[Matthew 5:13 NRSV]
We are in the season of Epiphany, which is traditionally known as the season of
light. In our reading from the Gospel according to Matthew for this coming Sunday,
the Fifth Sunday after Epiphany, Jesus presents a different image when he calls his
disciples, "the salt of the earth."
I used the following illustration in a sermon I preached several years ago, when this
reading last came up in the lectionary: Greek aristocrats had a custom of buying their
slaves with salt. If the slave did not meet the purchaser's expectation, that slave "was
not worth his salt." From which we get the expression, "He is not worth his salt."

The next time you're at a social gathering and want to impress others with your vast
knowledge of useless trivia, dazzle them with this little nugget: Salt was a vital element in the Roman imperial economy. Roman soldiers were paid in salt rationshence the word "salary."
You are the salt of the earth. You are a valuable commodity. You are of precious worth in the eyes of God.
But in his book, THE COURAGE TO LOVE, Dr. William Sloane Coffin, shares, "God's love does not
seek value; it creates it. It's not because we have value that God loves us - it is because God loves us that
we have real value at all."
Out of that relationship of love and grace, and because you and I are the salt of the earth, Jesus calls us to
BE salt - to do good works, salting the earth. Salt has a powerful influence. Salt is a great preservative for
things like ham. Road crews use salt to melt snow off the highways and provide for safe travels for motorists. Salt seasons, salt heals, salt preserves. The world needs us, in particular, the most vulnerable: the poor,
the starving, the homeless, the prisoner, the immigrant, the refugee, and those suffering wars. It needs to
see that we are-in fact-all related and that our relationship is one of peace, of God's righteousness and
God's love.
I look forward to visiting with the good, salty people of Martin Luther Lutheran Church in Youngstown
this coming Sunday, February 5.
May God bless you and preserve you in the coming week.
+Bishop Abraham Allende
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February Sunday Worship Services for 2017
8:00 and 10:30 a.m. ~ Preschool nursery at 10:30 a.m.
Holy Communion at all Sunday worship services
February 5
Scriptures

First Reading
Psalm
Second Reading
Gospel

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Isaiah 58:1‐9a [9b‐12]
Psalm 112:1‐9 [10]
1 Corinthians 2:1‐12 [13‐16]
Matthew 5:13‐20

____________

Green

Sermon Theme
“We Haven’t Seen Anything Yet!”
Hymns
Gathering Hymn
ELW 759, My Faith Looks Up to Thee
Day
ELW 677, This Little Light of Mine
Sending
ELW 787, WOV 779, W&P 110 On Eagle’s Wings
Communion Hymns
O Lamb of God
LBW 453 If You But Trust in God to Guide You
February 12
Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
______________
Green
Scriptures First Reading
Deuteronomy 30:15‐20
Psalm
Psalm 119:1‐8
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 3:1‐9
Gospel
Matthew 5:21‐37
Sermon Theme
“Choose Life!”
Hymns Gathering Hymn
LBW 365, Built on a Rock
Day
ELW 596, My Hope is Built on Nothing Less
Sending
ELW 396, WOV 684 Spirit of Gentleness
Communion
ELW 818, O Master, Let Me Walk with You
LBW 441, Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ
ELW 772 Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Way
February 19
Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
________
Green
Scriptures
First Reading
Leviticus 19:1‐2, 9‐18
Psalm
Psalm 119:33‐40
Second Reading
1 Corinthians 3:10‐11, 16‐23
Gospel
Matthew 5:38‐48
Sermon Theme
“People Who Would Destroy God’s Temple”
Hymns
Gathering Hymn
ELW 652, Built on a Rock
Day
ELW 650, In Christ There is no East or West
Sending
ELW 729, The Church of Christ, in Every Age
Communion Hymns
LBW 356, O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts
February 26
The Transfiguration of Our Lord
__________
White
Scriptures First Reading
Exodus 24:12‐18
Psalm
Psalm 2
Second Reading
2 Peter 1:16‐21
Gospel
Matthew 17:1‐9
Sermon Theme
“The Ultimate Evidence of God”
Hymns
Gathering Hymn
ELW 392, Alleluia! Sing to Jesus
Day
ELW 834, Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
Sending
LBW 315, Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
Communion Hymns
ELW 838, Beautiful Savior
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