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SUNDAY, SEPT
Worship Services
Sunday Morning: 8:00 a.m. Traditional Worship
Sunday Morning: 10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service
Sunday School Classes
(Adult Discussion)
(Classes: All Ages)
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Church Office Hours
Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Interim Pastor: The Rev. Hal Robarge
330-499-3913
Church Office Secretary: Vicki Givler
330-499-3909
Church Office Secretary E-Mail:
vicki.givler@yahoo.com
Praise Team Leader: Suzanne Walters
330-497-8996
Christian Ed. Director: Debbie Fox
330-966-2433
Chancel Flowers: Vicki Givler
330-499-3909
Church Office Fax Number
330-499-0801
Prayer Chain: Kay Davis
330-494-6267
Prayer Chain: Email
stitchandsewk810@sbcglobal.net

www.ZionEvangelicalLutheranChurch.org
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A Message from Pastor Hal
My Very Best to My Dear Friends in
Christ and the disciples and
missionaries of Zion,
My message in last month’s newsletter was about Jesus’ Great Commission to
us and meeting people on their turf and making relationships with people outside our church membership. August 20th my sermon was about our prejudice and how we exclude people from the church who
are different from (me) us. So, my question is “Who Is Welcome at Zion?”
I will share some of my thoughts about who I would welcome if I were the Called Pastor
of Zion and not the interim Pastor. Aren’t you glad I’m not your called pastor. I am sure some of you
will disagree with me my statements and some will agree and welcome everyone. Our outdoor sign
states that everyone is invited and all welcome. I ask that you think about our signage and my statements
below and ask, “Who would you welcome; and, who would Jesus welcome?” “Do yours match Jesus?”
So, here goes:
I want it to be of public record that those of different colored skin and heritage are welcome
here.
I want it to be known that those who suffer from addiction to drugs and alcohol (whether recovering or not), and their families, are welcome here.
I want it to be known that women and children are welcome here and that they will not be harassed or abused here.
I want it to be public record that in this congregation you can bring children to worship and even
if they cry during the entire service they are welcome.
I want it to be known that those who are single by choice, by divorce, or through death of a
spouse, are welcome here.
I want it to be known that if you are promiscuous, have had an abortion, or have fathered children and have taken no responsibility for them, you are welcome here.
I want it to be known that gossips, cheats, liars, and their families are welcome here.
I want it to be known that those who are disobedient to their parents and who have family problems are welcome here.
I want it to be of public record that those who are gay, bisexuals, lesbians, transgendered and
members of their families, are welcome here.
Let it be public knowledge that we at Zion Lutheran Church take it seriously that all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God. The young and old, the rich and the poor, all of the broken are welcome here.
I want it to be public knowledge that we are justified by the grace of God, which is a gift through
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. All are welcome here to receive God’s gift of his love
and forgiveness.
We offer welcome here because we believe that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for the
ungodly. That's us. Christ did not die for us after we showed signs of "getting it all together." Christ
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President’s Message
Time for Action!
I have found this month’s article hard to get started on. That is probably why the newsletter is a couple of
days late in your mailbox. Vicki has been great to work with but this time I know I put her behind the
schedule she wanted to keep. Sorry Vicki.
I want to thank everyone for their help in the Labor Day Party. This has
become a fixture in our calendar. For me there is nothing better than cooking for friends. I think this might be the 10 year anniversary. I love this
event because everyone gets to share the best stuff. I have had a ball coming up with weird creations like Stuffed Sloth Arms and Ogre Chicken.
Last year we welcomed Pastor Hal at the Labor Day Party. I had hoped that
we could welcome a new pastor this year. We all knew that was a pretty ambitious timeline and of course
it has not played out that way. But I do not count us as behind. We have
moved through the process with discernment and grace. The process is in
God’s hands. Our Site Profile is done and done well. So now the master of
the small voice in the night must call our next pastor. That is the difference
between calling and hiring. That takes time. Our job now is to be prayerful
and patient. Our other job is making sure we are ready. We are working
very hard to make sure our community is ready for a new shepherd. We have
upgraded much of the office equipment. We have updated the way that
money is handled in the office to meet today’s best practices. Council is identifying potential changes to
the bylaws to reflect the way our community operates today. All of these are symptoms of the congregation caring for itself. Our house is coming into order ready to welcome a new pastor.
I feel an itch in the congregation to do more for our wounded world. Our outreach
to the Wernle Family Treatment Center seems to have been a catalyst; recognizing
a desire and calling for action. I had a lot of folks reach out to me to say they were
interested in helping but could not get away at that time.
I honor those statements. I think we have started to discover a sense of mission and
calling. I think we should ask ourselves, “How can we reach out to our community? What does it mean to serve others? How can we increase or footprint in our
community?” I think these are really important questions. I also believe as we increase our focus outward, the inward things kind of take care of themselves.
Check out the Youth Page. They are working on a Gift Card Drive. Our Quilters are looking to send love
in the form of warm nights and comforting prayers. There is a lot going on. What other needs can we
meet? Who else is hungry? This is a perfect time to start working toward some new projects.
On Labor Day weekend we celebrated all of the work all of us do to maintain this community. Thank you
to everyone who pitches in. Thank you to the Thursday Morning Crew! Thank you to the Praise Team!
Thank you to the Cancel Guild! Thank you to the folks that put on funeral lunches! Thank you to the Acolytes! Thank you to the Deacons. Thank you to Pastor Hal, Tim, Miriam and Vicki. Thank you to folks
that come to church on sleepy summer Sundays. Thank you to the food Pantry folks and the Youth Team.
Thank you to everyone that supports our community financially. Every month I say it and every month it
is more true. We could not be doing all of the great stuff that we are without the robust support of our
members. I thank you all!
Yours in Christ,
Mark Votaw
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one of the raffle items at the Craft Show. This year’s themed baskets are: Ohio State Fan Basket, Chocolate Basket, Baking Fun Basket, and Lottery Ticket Basket . We are so grateful for any and all donations
to these baskets.
The youth of Zion will also host the bake sale at the Craft Show. They will be making some delicious
items to sell at the table. We will also be asking for additional baked goods from our Zion family to help
round out the bake sale table.
The youth will begin selling tickets at the beginning of October for our delicious German Dinners which
will be available during the Craft Show. There will be tickets available for pork or brat dinners for $8.00
each. Please see any of the kids in our High School and Catechism Classes for tickets. They will also be
selling tickets before and after services in October. Tickets can be purchased or donated to help those who
may not be able to buy their own dinner tickets.
The Craft Show will take place on Saturday, October 21st from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. This is a great event
at Zion that helps our youth program, and we need lots of help to make it a success. There will be sign up
sheets in Luther Hall in late September for volunteers, bake sale items and other food we will need. We
encourage everyone to help out if possible. We really appreciate your support of Zion’s youth!
Acme Receipts
It’s that time of year again! We are collecting Acme receipts again this year to help Zion’s Youth. This
year Acme’s Community Cash Back Program has already started. It runs from August 10, 2017 through
December 30, 2017. A collection jar is located in the Narthex. Please bring in your Acme receipts dated
between August 10th and December 30th. Thanks for your support!!!
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Darlene Milavickas

News from the Zion S

WOMEN OF ZION

Upcoming Events – Mark y

Summer has passed so fast. Lazy, hazy days of
summer, vacations, parades, and festivals are over.
September is here and time to focus, to resume, to
begin many scheduled church activities. Come with
a new attitude and desire to keep our groups active,
of building up the body of believers









ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL

The Adult Sunday School class will continue with
its theme of Sola Scriptura as it completes a survey/
study of the 39 books of the Old Testament with an
examination of the major and minor prophets. After
this, we will then begin a similar study of the 27
books of the New Testament with a short introducSunday School for all ages starts on September tion to the Synoptic Gospels. The class will then
10, 2017.
continue with a study of each New Testament scripWomen’s monthly “Gather” bible studies on the ture along with some of Martin Luther’s commentar“Apostle’s Creed, Session I: I Believe in God” ies, as well as, the book’s connections to the Old
begins on Tuesday, September 19, 2017. It will Testament.
be interesting to hear what each individual beOTHER NEWS & EVENTS
lieves.
Comfort Givers sewing on Thursday, September A CHORUS FOR A CAUSE in concert presents
“Seeing a Difference”. Concert proceeds to benefit
14 & 28, 2017, in preparation for Lutheran
Lion’s Club Sight Programs, “MEJones Eye-care
World Relief shipping.
Foundation of Northeast Ohio”. Concert dates are
In gathering of items for the LWR Personal Care September 23, 2017, at Advent Lutheran Church,
Kits (see display in the Narthex), and Blanket
Hartville, Ohio, doors open at 6:30 pm and concert
Sunday on October 8, 2017.
starts at 7pm and September 24, 2017, at St Paul’s
Catholic Church, North Canton, Ohio, doors open at
Canton-Massillon Fall Gathering on Saturday,
October 14, 2017 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 3:00 pm and concert starts at 3:30 pm. Tickets cost
$15 and are available from chorus members, online
in Alliance. Program, bible study, Pastor Paul
Lintern, and Lutheran music more information to at www.achorusforacause.org, and at the door.
follow later.
ALL ANEW—Women of the ELCA

“Lord, send forth your spirit...and renew the face of
the earth.” Psalm 104:30
In His Service,
Betty Tracy
ZION'S FINANCIAL FACTS IN JULY 2017
July Income
Income through July
July Expenses
Expenses through July

$ 18,404.98
$116,773.68
$ 18,647.45
$ 18,498.91

July Deficit
2017 YTD Deficit

-$ 242.47
-$ 1,725.23

We thank you for your generous support!
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